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Teacher Notes
The Bayeux Tapestry
Wales and Britain in the Medieval World:
This lesson will help pupils to understand the scale and significance of The Battle of Hastings. A good background knowledge will be gained of the difference between the Saxons and Normans and how a change of monarchy in 1066 could have quite a dramatic impact upon society and government within Britain as a whole.
Chronological Awareness (1.1, 1.2)
By studying The Bayeux Tapestry in sections pupils will be able to order events chronologically and apply and link their knowledge of events to the passing of time. Pupils will also be made aware of such key terms as Medieval and Pre-Norman.

Historical Knowledge and Understanding (1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4)
By looking at the Tapestry pupils will be able to analyse key features of the period – fashions, transport, customs, beliefs, etc. They will also be able to describe why The Battle of Hastings took place and the immediate events that led up to this point in History. The immediate consequences of the event will also be made apparent and will serve as a good foundation for the further study of Norman rule within Wales and England. The way in which Harold Godwin became King can be compared with William’s seizure of the throne and the significance of this bloody event will be discussed.
Interpretations (3.1, 3.2)
There is an opportunity to discuss the origins of the Tapestry and how this may affect its reliability. The view of the Normans and Saxons can be analysed and pupils will be encouraged to consider these contemporary interpretations of key people and events.

Historical Enquiry (1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5)
Pupils will use the Tapestry to access information upon the Contenders for the Throne and the reasons for, and eventual outcome of, The Battle of Hastings. Pupils will be encouraged to ask questions regarding what is depicted upon the Tapestry and will answer questions based upon the visual stimulus. If working in pairs or groups the pupils can select which areas of the tapestry to visit, gathering and recording information and reaching reasoned conclusions based upon what they find out.
Organisation and Communication (5.1, 5.2)

Pupils should be able to recall and organise information upon the events leading up to and including The Battle of Hastings with growing confidence as the lesson progresses. Through discussion and answering a number of key questions they will become familiar with new terms and ideas and will use these when describing key events, changes and personalities. 

_____________________________________________________________________

Although teachers could use the Tapestry as presented within the presentation as stimulus to introduce The Contenders for the Throne and the events leading up to The Battle of Hastings, pupils may need some prior knowledge of pre-Norman society and the events leading up to and including the death of Edward the Confessor. The presentation has been designed to be teacher-led with pupils being given the opportunity to approach the whiteboard, or interactive whiteboard where available, highlighting and discussing key parts of the stimulus. In this way key terms and facts can be introduced and directly linked with events as they are shown. Pupil responses can, in the same manner, be noted and recorded.
Pupils would certainly need prior knowledge of events and individuals if they were to use the presentation independently, working in groups or in pairs. This would be as a means of reinforcing their knowledge and gathering additional information for use within group, or class, presentations.
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